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in the Vienna decrees have no power to hinder the prog-
ress of German history/ l

Count Karolyi, a man of honourable and independent
character, doubtless reported exactly what we had said
confidentially when alone. But since the Olmutz and
Dresden time, and the period of Schwarzenberg's predomi-
nance, an erroneous opinion had obtained at Vienna; it
had become customary to consider us weaker, and espe-
cially more timid, than we are apt to be, as well as to rate
in the long run too highly the importance of royal kinship
and personal regard in questions of international politics.

The older military presumptions at any rate went to
show that if the war of 1866 had been entered on in 1850,
our prospects would have been hazardous. But to count
on our timidity as late as the 'sixties was an error which
left out of the reckoning the change in the occupant of
the throne.

Frederick William IV would have determined upon
mobilisation as easily as in 1850, or as his successor in
1859, but scarcely upon actual warfare. In his reign there
was always the danger that tergiversations similar to those
under Haugwitz in 1805 might have led us into a false
position; even after an actual breach, people in Austria
would have stepped over all our muddling attempts after
mediation, and passed with decision to the order of the
day. Disinclination to break with the paternal traditions
and with old-standing family relations was as strong with
King William as with his brother; but so soon as, under
the guidance of his honour, whose sensitiveness lay as

1 Cf. the dispatch of January 24, 1863, in which Bismarck gives an ac-
count of his interviews with Karolyi on December 4 and 13, 1862, State
Archives, viii. p. 55 ff. No. 1,751.
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